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SECRET SEOUL 8365 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TECH KS FR 

SUB J : REPORTED ROK PURCHASES OF KORI 5 AND 6 REACTORS FROM 
FRANCE 

REF: STATE 255370 

1. ACCORDING FRENCH AMBASSADOR LANDY, ROKG HAS APPROACHED 
FRENCH ON POSSIBILITY OF AWARDING CONTRACTS FOR KORI 5 AND 

6 REACTORS TO FRANCE. ROKG INTEREST STIMULATED SOME MONTHS AGO 

DURING DPM NAM DUCK WOO'S VISIT TO PARIS. IMPASSE ON 
NUCLEAR REPROCESSING ISSUE WITH USG HAS RESULTED IN MUCH 
INCREASED KOREAN PRESSURES TO WORK OUT CONTRACTS FOR KORI 
5 AND 6 WITH FRANCE. 

2. FRENCH INDUSTRIAL REPRESENTATIVES HAVE VISITED KOREA 
WITHIN PAST TWO WEEKS TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE CONTRACTS. HOWEVER, 
ACCORDING LANDY, CONTRACT AWARDS FAR FROM COMPLETED. AVAIL- 
ABILITY OF REACTORS IN NEAR TERM IS NOT RPT NOT ASSURED SINCE 
FRENCH ARE COMMITTED TO ELEVEN REACTORS FOR FRANCE AND ONE FOR 
IRAN ALREADY. IN ADDITION, MAJOR PROBLEM IS FINANCING AND 

LANDY EXPRESSED SOME DOUBT AS TO AVAILABILITY OF ADEQUATE FINANCING 
FOR KORI 5 AND 6. 

3. COMMENT: WE SHOULD NOTE THAT LANDY HAS NOT BEEN ENTHUSIAST 
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FOR EXPANSION FRENCH NUCLEAR ACTIVITIES IN KOREA AND MAY BE 
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OVER-STATING PROBLEMS INVOLVED. AT THIS STAGE INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE HERE INDICATES STRONG KOREAN INTEREST AND POSITIVE 
RESPONSE FROM FRENCH INDUSTRIAL GROUPS INVOLVED, WITH NO RPT 
NO FINAL COMMITMENTS. 
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